
Implementing the School Food Plan

The last issue of these regular briefing sheets covered some of the latest information coming from Ofsted about 
school meals. In it, we made the point that the issue is now about ALL schools – not just our infants. Ofsted has 
detailed how they are going to be looking very closely at lunchtimes as a barometer of how the school is faring. 
HC3S and the Hampshire Healthy Schools team are committed to working with you to support your lunchtimes. 
Please contact us if you would like to access this support. Also, if you have a good news story to tell, contact 
Ian Wright on ian.wright@hants.gov.uk If you would like further support with any aspect of school meals or 
improving the wider lunchtime experience, contact Ian or HC3S directly.

•	 Important	details	of	Ofsted’s	increasing	emphasis	on	food	and	health	in	the	new	inspection	
 framework from September 2015.
•	 Details	of	the	latest	wave	of	support	for	all	schools	in	implementing	The	School	
 Food Plan. 
•	 Details	of	the	latest	Rock	Challenge	and	J	Rock	events	
 around Hampshire

Who to contact:
For any issues or support in implementing a whole school 
approach Ian Wright, HC3S Healthy Schools Coordinator 
Tel: 07833 247585 E mail: ian.wright@hants.gov.uk
For any issues or support with the provision of school 
lunches contact: HC3S Head Office,  
Tel: 023 8062 9388  E mail: hc3s.support@hants.gov.uk
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In this briefing



Working to Support Low Uptake Schools
David	Laws	has	written	to	schools	across	the	country	with	the	lowest	uptake	of	Universal	Infant	Free	School	
Meals	and	the	DfE	has	instigated	a	programme	of	support	to	raise	percentage	uptake	in	these	schools.	If	your	
school is one of these, you will already have received the letter from the minister. In Hampshire, HC3S has been 
charged	with	providing	this	support.	You	will	be	contacted	by	a	member	of	the	team	at	HC3S	(usually	your	District	
Manager) to begin this support process. There is funding available to support actions that we may agree to take 
to	have	more	of	our	children	taking	the	healthy	option.	Remember	that	the	DfE	target	is	to	achieve	87%	uptake	
and inspectors will be looking to see that schools are moving towards that figure. Some schools in Hampshire are 
achieving well above that figure so we know that it can be done. 

Rock Challenge
June	will	see	the	Southern	Grand	finals	of	Rock	Challenge	and	J	Rock	at	the	Portsmouth	Guildhall	
featuring	many	schools	from	Hampshire.		If	you	would	like	to	go,	check	out	the	Rock	Challenge	
website for details or contact Ian Wright. You will be amazed at what children can achieve! 

  Important News  –  Framework September 2015
	 	 Under	the	common	inspection	framework	for	Ofsted	from	September,	they	will		 	
  inspect “how children and learners keep themselves healthy, including   
  through healthy eating”. As part of this, Inspectors will look at “the food on offer 
 and visit the canteen to see the atmosphere and culture in the dining space 
and the effect this has on pupils’ behaviour”. Inspectors will also look at “the breadth and balance 
of the curriculum, of which practical cookery is now a part”. This will form part of the judgement 
‘Personal	Development,	Behaviour	and	Welfare’.

You	will	see	that	this	is	part	of	the	inspection	Framework	for	all	schools,	not	just	those	delivering	Universal	
Infant Free School Meals and that it is tied up with behaviour at lunchtimes as well as with what pupils 
are eating. 

Visiting schools around the county and further afield, it is abundantly clear that the overwhelming majority of 
children’s	packed	lunches	contain	inappropriate	food	such	as	jam	sandwiches,	chocolate	biscuits,	cheese	
straws and the ever-present packet of crisps. Ofsted are highly likely to see this too and will ask what the
school is doing about it. The school dinner provided by HC3S is guaranteed to provide a diet that meets 
the	government’s	new	School	Food	Standards	so	all	the	work	that	you	do	towards	educating	children	
and parents that this is the best option will be seen as a positive in the inspection. The School Food Plan 
makes clear that the single most significant factor in increasing the uptake of school food is the leadership 
of the headteacher. If you eat with the children, the children are much more likely to eat the school dinner. 
Encourage your staff to join you. Our most successful schools in the county in terms of meal uptake are 
those who have made eating the school dinner a part of the life and culture of the school.

If you would like support in working to improve the issues that Ofsted will be looking at, please contact 
Ian Wright (details below) or visit the Hampshire Healthy Schools website at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/
healthyschools

Who to contact:
  For any issues or support in implementing a whole school approach 

  Ian Wright, HC3S Healthy Schools Coordinator 

  Tel: 07833 247585   E mail: ian.wright@hants.gov.uk

   For any issues or support with the provision of school lunches

   HC3S Head Office  Tel: 023 8062 9388 
   Email: hc3s.support@hants.gov.uk


